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Dear Sir: 

The following comments are presented in response to the Office Action mailed August 
14, 2002. Favorable reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully traverse the Examiner's rejection of claims 1-9, 11-15 and 21 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as anticipated by Heck, U.S. Patent No. 6,083,207. In order to 
anticipate, the cited reference must disclose each and every element of the claimed invention. 
Heck fails to do so and thus cannot be considered as anticipating the claimed invention. 

Claim 1 was previously amended to require the presence of a compressible valve sleeve 
that has a proximal end, a distal end and a lumen that is adapted to receive the distal end of a 
medical device such as a catheter. The proximal end of the compressible valve sleeve extends 


